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- 1 PRTEK- Vo 9s 
Whem reſiſt STEDFAST IN THE FAITH. 


KXXAT is no new thing, for profeſſors of reli- 
RX 14% gion to deviate from the Faith. This 
ex go has been the lamentable experience of 
the Church in all ages: even the apoitolical 
times, were not free from defections of this kind; 
and therefore, we are not to think it ſtrange, to 
find it fo in our day. 

THERE 1s nothing the grand adverſary aims at 
more, than the ſubverſion of the faith of thoſe, 
who are called by the name of Jeſus: but the 
beſt way to reſiſt him, and all the inſtruments 
he may employ, is by STEDFASTYNEss,. as the 
Apoſtle declares in the text; for having exhort- 
ed thoſe, to whom he wrote this Epiſtle, laying, 
be ſober, be vigilant, becauſe your Adverſory the 
Dewil, as a rearing lien, walketh about, ſeeking 
rohem he may devour, he preſently adds, wao>1 
KESIST STEDFAST IN THE FAITH, 

SATHAN is the Chriſtian's great enemy, and is 
therefore to be reſſted. His temptations are not 
to be complied with; but to be rejected with ab- 
horrence and deteſtation. He is indeed a power- 
tul adverſary : but this is the Chriſtian's encou- 
ragement and comfort, that the Captain of his 


al Az falvation 
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4 
ſalvation is ſtrong and mighty, and has already 


overcome him, and interceeds, in behalf of all 5 
true believers, as he did for Peter, + S*mon, Si- 


mon, bebold, Sathan bath dgſired to have you, that 
he may fift you as wheat : but I have prayed for 
thee, that thy faith fail not. The Chriſtian is not 
called to reſiſt the Devil in his own ſtrength, but 


in the ſtrength of Jeſus, depending on his ꝓ grace 


as ſufficient for him, and on his ftrength to be made 
Perfect in his weakneſs. But this is not what I am 
now to inſiſt upon. 


Tur Apoſtle ſhews, what is incumbent on true 


_ Chriſtians, in order to their reſiſting this Adver- 
fary, even Stedfaſtneſs in the faith: whom reſiſt 
STEDFAST IN THE FAITH. It was the faith of 


thoſe believers, that he principally aimed to ſub- 


vert, knowing, that, if he could but overturn 
their faith, and draw them into apoſtacy, he 
would gain his point, and ruin their fouls. 

Ir is to be obſerved, that the very firſt attempt, 
that Sathan made upon mankind, was upon their 
faith, knowing that no temptation could prove 


effectual, unleſs he could overthrow THAT: ac- 


cordingly he firſt began to ſtagger the faith of the 
mother of all living, by ſaying, || yea hath God 


ſaid, ye ſhall not eat of every tree of the garden? To 


which the woman replied, we may eat of the fruit 


of the trees of the garden : but of the fruit of the 


tree, which is in the midſt of the garden, God hath 
ſaid, ye ſhall not eat of it, neither ſhall ye touch it, 
bf 


+ Luk. xxii. 31, 32. f 2 Cor. xii. 9. || Gen. iii. 1---5+ 


30 
teſt ye die. All this, the father of lies, with diabo- 
lical impudence, contradicted, ſaying, ye ſhall 
not ſurely die; for God doth know, that, in the day 
ye eat thereof, then your eyes ſhall be opened, and 
ye ſhall be as Gods, knowing good and evil, Hav- 
ing thus, by theſe lying inſinuations, ſubverted 
their faith, he preſently prevailed with them to 
comply with his temptation. Hence it appears, 
that the original apoſtacy of mankind was owing 
to our firſt parents not being ſtedfaſt in the faith. 
Good reaſon, therefore, had our apoſtle to exhort 


the Chriſtians, to whom he wrote this Epiſtle, in 


order to their reſiſting the grand adverſary, to be 
ftedfaſt in the faith. It cannot then be unſeaſon- 


able, at ſuch a day as this, when ſtrong endea- 
vours are uſed, to ſubvert the faith of believers, 


to call them to ſtedfaſtneſs. What! Propote its 
thro? divine aſſiſtance, to ſhew 


I. Wrar that faith is, in which we are in- 
joined to be ſtedfaſt. 


II. Wnar it is to be ftedfaſt in the faith. 


III. Wno they are, who are 2 called to 
this ſtedfaſtneſs. 


IV. War this is ſo much abu upon us. 


V. AFTER what manner we are to be ſtedfaſt 


in the faith; and then conclude with ſome pro- 


Per improvement of the whole, 


I. Wr are to enquire what that faith is, in 
which we are injoined to be ſtedfaſt. 
THERE 


Turzr are two principal acceptations, in 


which the word Farrn is taken in Scripture; ei- 


ther for the grace f faith, or that by which we 
believe, or for the doctrine of faith, or that which 
we are to believe: and the latter of theſe is, what, 
I apprehend, the Apoſtle had chiefly in his eye. 
However, I cannot but obſerve, that perſons may 
abide in the doctrine of faith, even tho' they may 
be utterly deſticute of the grace of it, which we 
are aſſured, from the deſcriptions given of it 
in Scripture, is more than a bare aſſent to the 
NAKED TRUTH, or to the woRK or CHRIST, as 
ſome are pleaſed to expreſs themſelves ; whereas 
they, who are endued with that ſaving grace, by 
which they receive and rely upon Chriſt alone 


for ſalvation, as he is offered in the goſpel, are 


not ſo readily drawn away from the doctrine of 
faith as others are, or may be. 

By the doctrine of faith we are to underſtand 
thoſe truths, contained in, and which, by unde- 
niable conſequence, may be deduced from the 
Scriptures of the old and new teſtament : ſuch 
as,. the doctrines relating to our apoſtacy by 
the firſt Adam, and our recovery by the ſecond : 


the doctrines of election by grace, of our juſ- 


tification by the imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
of our regeneration and progreſſive ſanctification 
by the Holy Spirit, and of the perſeverance of 
the ſaints :—the doctrines relating to the ever- 
bleſſed Trinity, to the glory of Chriſt's perſon, 


1 


as God- man Mediator, the fullneſs of his offices, 
as the Prophet, Prieſt and King of his Church 
and people, the neceſſity and perfection of his 
ſatisfaction and atonement. Theſe, and ſuch 
like are the fundamentals of our holy religion: 
and + if the foundations be deſtroyed, what can the 
righteous do? All theſe are contained in, and 
can be fairly inferred from the word of God, the 
only ſtandard and rule of faith and practice : : 
and whatever poſitions are contrary to, or incon- 
fiſtent with theſe, ought never to be eſteemed, as 
articles of that || faith once delivered to the ſaints, 
which all have a tendency to diſplay the glory of 
the divine perfections, exalt the Redeemer, de- 
_ preſs the pride of fallen man, and promote holi- 
neſs in heart and life. Thus,' by the faith we 
are to underſtand, what we are to believe con- 


cerning the Father, the Son, and the Spirit, as 


it is revealed to us in the holy Scripture. — 
proceed now to enquire, 


Il. War it is to be feat in the faith. And 


here 1t will be proper to give a view of what is 
ſuppoſed to, and included in it. 

THis, among other things, evidently ſuppoſes, 
that we have embraced the faith, and are in 
danger of falling from our ſtedfaſtneſs. 

IT ſuppoſes, that we have embraced the faith ; 
for it would be impertinent to injoin us to be 
ſtedfaſt, in what we have not embraced. If we 


have 
+ PL. x1. 3. | Jude v. 3. 
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have no knowledge of the great things revealed 
to us, or if we don't really believe them, it is 
plain, we have never yet embraced them, and 
therefore it would be to no purpoſe, to preſs us 
to ſtedfaſtneſs; much leſs, if inſtead of giving 
credit to the important and peculiar articles of 
the chriſtian revelation, we oppoſe them, and 
maintain ſentiments contrary to, or inconſiſtent 
with them. 


Tuts alfo ſuppoſes, that we are in danger of 
being ſhaken, or, of falling from our ſtedfaſtneſs. 
THrar this was the caſe of thoſe, to whom the 
apoſtle writes, appears from that caution he gives 
in the cloſe of his ſecond letter, ſaying, + Ze 
therefore, beloved, ſeeing ye know theſe things be- | 
fore, beware leſt ye alſo being led away with the 
error of the wicked, fall from your own ſtedfaſt- 
xeſs. He likewiſe knew, to what danger they 
were expoſed from Sathan and his inſtruments ; 
and that, if they were not ſtedfaſt, they could 
not be able to reſiſt him. Beſides this, the Chri- 
ſtian is liable to many trials of his faith, ſome- 
times by croſs providences, at other times by. 
the temptations and Þ fiery darts of the wicked 
one. The profits and pleaſures of this world are 
likewiſe great temptations to apoſtacy, and have 
been the ruin of not a few : | Demas hath forſa- 
| ken me, having loved this preſent world. Others 
have had their faith tried by various kinds of 
perle- 


+ 2 Pet. iii. 17. 1 Eph. vi. 16. ll 2 Tim. iv. 10. 
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perſecutioh : and tho* many have been enabled 
to ſtand their ground, yet the dread of enduring 
the fiery trial, has made ſeveral, * concerning the 
faith, make ſhipwrack. Moreover, error has been, 
and ſtill is, propagated in the church, in oppo- 
ſition to the genuine and fundamental truths of 
the. goſpel ; the tendency of which is to obſcure 
the truth, and ſhake the faith of believers. In 
fine, we are in no ſmall danger of having our 
faith ſhaken, and even overthrown, by our own 
weak and corrupt minds ; and, on that account, 
have great need to + take heed, leſt there be in 
any of us an evil heart of unbelief, in departing 
from the living God; for tho' no real believer can 


apoſtatize totally and finally, yet he is in hazard 


of ſuch falls, as may diſhonour God, bring a re- 
proach upon religion, and diſturb the repoſe and 
quiet of his own mind. Even Peter denied his 
Lord and maſter with oaths and imprecations. 


O! what is man! what the beſt of men, when 


left to themſelves ! 

Bur we are more poſitively to conſider, hat 
is included in this ſtedfaſtneſs ; and that both with 
reſpect to the ad and the object of it. 


As to the Ac r. This certainly conſiſts in a holy 
reſolution to abide in, and adhere to, thoſe di- 


vine truths we have embraced, according to the 
word of God, and in exerciſing all our abilities 


B to 


* 1 Tim. v. 19. + Heb. iii. 12. 
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to defend them; and all this, from a firm per- 
ſuaſion, that they are the truths of God. 

OxE great reaſon, why many ſo eaſily change 
their ſentiments, in relation to the important 
truths of the goſpel, is, becauſe they were never 
thoroughly grounded at firſt. They had never 
been well inſtructed by others, nor made a pro- 
per and diſtinct exaTination into the principles 
of religion themſelves. And, when they have 
not a clear knowledge of what they profeſs to 
believe, they are generally left to a wandering 
uncertainty z eſpecially, if they indulge a roving 
and unſettled diſpoſition of mind, * ever learning 
ſome new notion or practice, and never being, 
able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

Bur, when profeſſors are fully perſuaded of 
the truth of what they believe, there will be a 
holy reſolution and firmneſs of mind, to abide 
in, and adhere to it, without which there can be 
no ſtedfaſtneſs. We are told, that, when Bar- 
nabas came to Antioch, and had ſeen the grace 
of God, he was glad, and + exhorted them all, 
that, with full purpoſe of heart, they would cleave 
unto the Lord. And there is all the reaſon in 
the world, that we ſhould be reſolute in our ad- 
herence to the faith, and firmly reſolved, in 
the ſtrength of the Lord, not to part with it, 
nor with any branch of it, tho we ſhould be 
expoſed to the greateſt hardſhips and perſecu- 

tions; 
* 2 Tim. iii, 7. + AR, xi. 23. 


tions; for great is truth, and at the end, it will 
prevail againſt all oppoſition. 

Mon zOvrRx, if we are fully perſuaded, of 
the truth of what we believe, we will excrt all 
our abilities in the defence of cur faith; or, as an- 
other apoſtle ſpeaks, * contend earneſily for the 
faith, once delivered to the ſaints, not by peric- 
cuting thoſe, who may differ from us ; but by 
producing what arguments we can in ſupport of 
it, and removing every objection, that may be 
raiſed againſt it, in order, if not e ccriuce 
gainſayers, to have our own hearts ſo {uy (Ha- 


bliſhed, as nothing, that adverſaries may ad- 


vance, ſhall be able to + move us away from the 
kepe of the goſpel; and in this we are to perſe- 
vere, or, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, I continue in the 
faith grounded and ſettled. 

AxD with reſpect to the oBJEcT of this ſted- 
faſtneſs, it is required, that we thus ſteadily ad- 


here to the ſtandard, to the principles, to the 


profeſſion, and to the practice of faith. 

We are, to be ſtecfaſt, with reſpe& to the 
ſtandard of faith, which is no other, than the 
word of God, contained in the facred volume. 
And there never was a time, when a ſtedfaſt 
adherence to this was more requiſite than now, 


when many plead for the ſufficiency of natural 


reaſon (not conſidering its depravity) with no 
other view, than to leſſen the authority of divine 


32 revelation, 
® Jude v. 3. 1 Col. i. 23. T Ibid, 
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; revelation, and treat the things contained there, | 
; with ſatire and ridicule. And it is but too evi- . 
dent, that moſt of the doctrines of ſcripture j 

| 


have been given up, one after another, by not 
a few, who notwithſtanding profeſs, that the 


BIBLE is their religion. Should we not then | 
| vigorouſly contend for every thing, that appears g 
ix to be reveal'd from heaven, and beware of giv- | 


3 Wo | 
ing up the authority of one ita, contain'd in | 
the holy ſcripture, or of receiving any doctrine, 1! 
as an article of our belief, but what is either J | 


2 — 
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expreſs'd, or may, with clear evidence, be in- 
ferred from that infallible rule of faith? 

Wr are alſo to be ſtedfaſt in the principles of 
faith, or, as has been ſaid, in all and every one 
of theſe truths, which God has revealed in his 
word. Thus the apoſtle exhorts Timothy, ſay- | 
| ing, + hold faſt the form of ſound words, which | 
thou haſt heard of me. And we are eſpecially 
to be ſtedfaſt in them, when they are moſt con- | 
troverted, and run down by men of dangerous | 

principles. At ſuch a time, it does not become 
us, as bleſſed Paul ſpeaks, I to be like children | 
tofſed to and fro, and carried abeut with every 
wind of dofirine, by the fleight of men, and cunning 
craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive. | 
. For inſtance, if any of the truths of the goſpel, | 


concerning the perſon of Chriſt, and his ſalva- 
tion, are oppoſed : if his ſupream Deity, his ſa- 


| 
tisfaction, | | 
+ 2 Tim. i. 13. t Eph. iv. 14. | 
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tisfation, or the efficacy of his grace ſhould be 


called in queſtion, we are then boldly to adhere 


to theſe principles, as the glory of Chriſtianity, 


and look upon thoſe, who maintain and propa- 
gate things inconſiſtent with, or contrary to theſe, 


as the enemies of Jeſus. | 
Wr are further to be ſtedfaſt in the profeſſion 
of faith. The apoſtle writing to the Hebrews, 


in two different places, preſſes them to this by 


the ſtrongeſt evangelical motives. In the one 
he ſays, + Seeing then, that we have a great High 
Prieſt, that is paſſed thro" the heavens, Feſus the 
Son of God, let us hold faſt our poſſeſſion. And in 
the other, + Let us bold faſt the poſſeſſion of cur 
faith, without wavering; for be is faithful that 


| promiſed. They, who have been properly in- 


ſtructed in the doctrines of the goſpel, and who 
duly profeſs the chriſtian name, by a ſtated at- 
tendance on publick ordinances, are called, by 
theſe apoſtolical exhortations, not only to have 
their converſation agreeable to the goſpel, but 
alſo to own Chriſt, eſpouſe his cauſe, adhere to 
his truths, and not be aſham'd of their profeſ- 
ſion, tho? it ſhould lay them open to manifold 
ſlanders, and other perſecutions. But beſides all 
this, | | 

Wr are to be ſtedfaſt in the practice of faith ; 


for || faith without works is dead. The doctrine 


1 of 
+ Heb. iv. 14. t Heb. x. 23. | Jam. ii. 20. 
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of the goſpel is a * dorine according to godlineſs, 
The whole law is eſtabliſhed by the goſpel. + Do 
we then, ſays Paul, make void the law thro faith ? 
God forbid : yea we eſtabliſh the law. Hence he 
exhorts the Corinthians, ſaying, + therefore my 
beloved brethren, be ye fledfaſt, immoveable, always 


 abounding in the work of the Lord; for as much 


as you know, that your labour ſhall not be in vain 


in the Lord. From theſe few things we may 


ſee, what it is to be ſtedfaſt in the faith; namely, 


that it is to perſevere in our adherence to the 


rule, the principles, the profeſſion, and the prac- 
tice of faith. I ſhall only obſerve, that in order 


to attain this, it will be found neceſſary, that we 


keep the glorious and immediate object of faith 
always in view, by looking unto Jeſus. But we 


now proceed to ſhew, 


III. Wno they are, whom it principally con- 


cerns, to be thus ftedfaſt in the faith. And we 


may aſſert, that all, who have ever been in- 


ſtructed in, or who make a profeſſion of, the 


faith, are doubtleſs concerned in this matter; 
for all are in danger of being ſubverted, either 


by Satan, or his inſtruments: but eſpecially 


miniſters of the goſpel, maſters of families, and 
young chriſtians, 
Ir is certainly incumbent on miniſters of the 
goſpel to be ſtedfaſt in the faith; for the apoſtle 
. thought 
Tim. vi. 3. 1 Rom. iii. 32. f Cor. xy. 58. 


” 1 8 83 
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thought it needful to exhort his ſon Timothy in 
theſe words: + But continue thou in the things 
which thou haſt learned, knowing of «whom thou 
haſt learned them : and that from a child thou haſt 
known the holy ſcriptures, which are able to make 
thee wiſe unto ſalvation, through faith which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus. Miniſters are in danger of depart- 


- ing from the faith, as well as others. Have not 


ſome, who once preach'd the ſame doctrines with 
us, deſerted ſeveral of theſe truths, which they 
ſolemnly profeſs'd, that they were well aſſured 


of? We therefore, who are miniſters, have great 


reaſon to ſuffer this word of exhortation ; for, 
ſhould we fall away from the faith of the goſpel, 
we ſhall not only err ourſelves, bu. be the woe- 
ful inſtruments of miſleading others. It is there- 


fore neceſſary, that we keep cloſe to the great 


ſtandard of religion, be diligent ſtudents of the 


ſcripture, and conſtantly depend on the ſpirit of 
God for light, direction and eſtabliſhment. The 
truths of the goſpel are part of that truſt, which 
is committed to miniſters, who, on that account, 


are called by the apoſtle F Stewards of the myſte- 
ries of God; and, ſays he, it is required in flew- 


ards, that a man be feurd faithful. How dange- 
rous then muſt it be to abandon our truſt, and 
not to take heed to our doctrine, as well as to 
ourſelves! | O Timothy, ſays Paul, keep that 

| | which 


+ 2 Tim. iii. 14, 15. t 1 Cor. iv. 1,2. {| 1 Tim. vi. 20. 
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which is committed to thy truſt, avoiding profane 
and vain bablings, and oppoſitions of ſcience, falſely 
fo called. And by the way, how diligent ought 


they to be, who are training up for the miniſtry, 


to be well grounded in the faith ? 
Bur not only miniſters, but heads and maſters 


of families are doubtleſs concerned in this exhor- 


tation; for they have the charge of ſouls, as 
well as miniſters. Their children and ſervants 


are, in a moſt immediate manner under their in- 


ſpection, and they are bound to inſtruct them 
in the things of God, and conſequently have 
need to be well inſtructed themſelves. God re- 

quires this at their hands. Theſe words which 


T1 command thee this day, ſhall be in thine heart. 


And thou ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy chil- 
dren, and thou ſhalt talk of them, when thou fit- 
teft in thine houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the 
way, and when thou lieſt down, and when thox 
riſeſt up. And I am firmly perſuaded, that, did 
maſters of families make more conſcience of this, 
we ſhould not find ſo many depart from the 
faith, as is the lamentable caſe at this day. The 
Spirit of God by Solomon ſays, I train up [ca- 
techiſe] a child in the way he ſhould go, and when 
be is old, he will not depart from it. Obſerve it, 
when you pleaſe, it will be found, that the de- 
feftion of many is owing to their not having been 


properly inftratted 1 in the days of their youth. 


Bor 
Deut. vi. 6, 7. 1 Prov. xxii. 6. 


Bur further, young chriſtians ſhould look upon 
themſelves, as greatly concerned in this matter; 
for theſe are generally drawn aſide among the 
firſt: becauſe, not being fully inſtructed and 


eſtabliſhed in the doctrines of the goſpel, they 


are more eaſily perverted. It is conſequently 
their duty, to beware of every thing, that may 
have a tendency to unſettle their minds, and 
make them fall from their ſtedfaſtneſs. Inſtead 
of entertaining doubts and ſcruples about thoſe 
religious principles, in which they have received 
ſome inſtruction, they ought to endeavour to ac- 
quire ſtill further degrees of knowledge, both 
with reſpect to the nature and evidence of theſe 


important truths. But not to inſiſt further on 
this, I would only obſerve, 


THaT this exhortation belongs to all, both 
old and young; nay and has a language, even 
to the ignorant, as well as to thoſe, who are bet- 
ter inſtructed. It calls them, for inſtance, to be 


at all poffible pains to learn the doctrines of the 


_ goſpel, bo uſing thoſe means and helps, which 


God has graciouſly afforded : and of all the ſum- 


maries of chriſtian doctrine and duty, agreeable 
to the unerring rule of faith and practice, I 
know none like the AsstMBLy's CaTecnisn, 
which our fathers valued above all other human 
compoſures of that nature : and none would rea- 
dily ſubſtitute others in its place, but from a 


diſlike to the doctrines contained there. Having 


1 thus 


1 


thus ſhewn, who are principally concerned in this 
exhortation, I proceed to ſhew, 


IV. War it neceſſary for all to be fedfaſt in 


the faith. Many conſiderations might be brought 
to ſhew the neceſſity of this : but let it ſuffice 
to obſerve, that many are the temptations in our 
day to apoſtacy,—the ſtate of apoſtates is dan- 
gerous, - God frequently calls us to ſtedfaſt- 
neſs, —compaſhon to our poſterity ſhould move 
us to it, — the chriſtian faith is moſt valuable and 
important,—and we are under the ſtrongeſt ob- 
ligations to adhere to it, and abide in it. 

1. Many are the temptations at this time to 
apoſtacy. That apoſtolical prediction, has been, 
and ſtill is, literally fulfilled. + In the latter 


times, and laſt days, perilous times ſhall come; ſome 


ſhall depart from the faith, giving heed to ſeducing 
ſpirits and doctrines of Devils, ſpeaking lies in by- 


 pecriſy. Of this ſort are they, who creep into 


houſes, and lead captive filly women. Now as 


Jannes and Jambres withſtood Moſes, ſo do theſe 


alſo reſiſt the truth : men of corrupt minds, repro- 
hate concerning the faith. Thele, I ſay, are the 


days, in which our lot is caſt, the days, in which 


errors of all ſorts abound. What a deluge of 
Arminianiſm has almoſt overſpread the whole 
land ? How do the hereſies of Arrius and Soci- 

nus 


+ 1 Tim. iv. 1. compared with 2 Tim. iii. 1, 6, 3. 
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nus prevail? And are not Antinemian and other 
corruptions revived among us? Theſe are the 
days, in which the moſt important principles of 
our holy religion are ſeverally attack'd by various 
adverſaries: nay, the chriſtian revelation itſelf 
is moſt impiouſly oppoſed, and blaſphemouſly 
ridiculed, by perſons of all ranks. Does not 
this call us to be much upon our guard, when 
the enemies of the truth are ſo many ? Should 
we not take heed to ourſelves, when theſe leave 
no ſtone unturned to gain proſelytes, by artful 
inſinuations, high pretences, and ſpreading a- 
broad books of error and deluſion ? And does 
it not call for great circumſpection, when thoſe 
who have itching ears after novelty, and are not 
rooted in the truth, lie open to catch the infec- 
tion ? But 

2. STEDFASTNESS is neceſſary, becauſe the ſtate 
of apoſtates is dangerous. How awful are theſe 
words of the apoſtle! * If we fin wilſully, ofter 
that we bave received the knowledge of the truth, 
there remaineth no more ſacrifice for ſins, but a 
certain fearful looking for of judgment, and fiery 
indignation, which ſhall devour the adverſaries. 
The meaning of which is not merely, if we fin 
againſt light and knowledge, we ſhall be rendered 
thus miſerable : but the apoſtle there intimates, 
that if, after we have attained to the knowledge 
of the truths of the goſpel, we fin willfully, by 
1 Hob 4 26, 27. GY 
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deſerting theſe doctrines; if we depart from the 


faith of Chriſt the only propitiation; in that caſe, 
there remaineth no more ſacrifice for ſin. How 
dangerous then muſt the condition of thoſe be, 
who viotently oppoſe the ſatisfaction of our Lord, 
treat it with impious ſcorn, and make a final de- 


parture from the faith of the goſpel ? Should © 


we not be afraid, of giving up with any of the 
peculiar articles of our holy religion, ſince God 
himſelf has declared, + if any man draw back, 
my ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure in him, Moreover, 

3. Tris is what God requires of us. My 
text declares, that it is by ſtedfaſtneſs we can 


reſiſt the great enemy of our ſalvation. We 


have alſo obſerved, that this is frequently in- 
joined; fo that, if we are not careful to be un- 


ſhaken in the principles of our holy religion, 


we are in danger of being numbered among 
thoſe ꝓ who obey not the goſpel. This was the argu- 
ment which greatly emboldened Peter and Jobn, || 
when they were commanded by the council, not 
to ſpeak at all, or teach in the name of Jeſus ; 
for, from the regard they had to God's autho- 
rity, they replied, whether it be right in the fight 
of God, to bearken unto you, more than unto God, 
judge ye. 

4. We ſhould be animated to this, from com- 
poffien to PO: We are not to look to our- 
ſelves on! 2 but alſo to thoſe, who ſhall come 


after 
1 Heb. x. 38. 12 The. i. 8. || AR. iv. 18, 19. 
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after us, that the doctrines of the goſpel be tranſ- 
mitted pure and entire unto them. We take care 
of their civil affairs, to leave them wholeſome 
laws, and other national privileges, and endeavour 
to provide for their temporal happineſs. Should 
we not be much more careful of their ſpiritual 
and eternal concerns? Our anceſtors had us their 
children much at heart. They ſtood up for the 
cauſe of truth, not only for the ſake of the truth 
itſelf, but that we alſo might enjoy it in its puri- 
ty: and ſhall we abandon that glorious cauſe 
which they ſo earneſtly contended for? How ſhall 
they, who are yet unborn, come to the know- 
ledge of the things belonging to their peace, if 
we depart from the faith? What can be more 
evident, than that compaſſion for after ages 


ſhould incite us to the greateſt ſtedfaſtneſs ? But 
let it be obſerved, . 


5. THaT the truths of the Goſpel are of all 
others moſt valuable and important. They are 
* not cunningly deviſed fables. T hey owe their ori- 


ginal to God himſelf. It was he, who made the 


revelation of them. Human reaton could never 
have invented them. The very + angels defire to 
look into theſe things. By theſe we come to learn 
not only our miſery by nature, but our recovery 


by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. By theſe we are in- 


ſtructed into 4 the myſteries, that had been hid fer 


ages and generations. Theſe ſhew us the way, by 


w hich we may be brought at laſt || zo fng the ſong 
of 


® 23 Pet: 3-36. + 7: 18» 1 Coloſ. i. 26. || Rev. xv. 2. 
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of Moſes and the Lamb. Such is the excellency, 


and ſuch the importance of theſe things, that 
many of the moſt eminent of God's People, in 


former times, ſealed them with their blood. 


They ſaw ſuch a glory in the doctrines of the goſ- 


pel, that, rather than part with the leaſt of them, 
they were ready to reſign their lives, and all that 
was dear to them in this world; and ſhall we ever 
deſert principles of ſuch moment and conſe- 
quence ? eſpecially when we conſider, 

6. Tuar we are under the ſtrongeſt obligations 
to be ſtedfaſt in the faith. By our baptiſm in the 
name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, we 
were brought under ſolemn engagements to be- 
heve, and adhere to, the doctrine of the ever 
bleſſed Trinity, and all the other principles of the 
chriſtian religion, connected with it, and that 


flow from it; and ſuch of us, as have been at 


the table of the Lord, have ratified and con- 
firmed all this, in the preſence of God, Angels 


and men. Shall any thing, after this, move us 


away from the hope and faith of the Goſpel ? 
I might here put you in mind, of the glorious 


interpoſitions of providence, in behalf of theſe 


ſinful nations, for preſerving the goſpel in its 
fimplicity and purity among us, notwithſtanding 
the moſt vigorous efforts, that have been made 


to deprive us of that moſt invaluable treaſure. + 


We have heard with our ears, and our fathers 
have told us, what works the Lord did in their 
days, 


+ Pſalm xliv. 1. 
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days, in the times of old. How many plots have 
been diſcovered and defeated ? How many open 
attempts have been baffled? Some of theſe 
things ſeveral of us have been witneſſes to, Can 
we reflect on theſe providences, without being 
ſenſible of the obligations we are under, to con- 
tinue in the faith grounded and ſettled. 1 proceed 
to ſhew, 


V. AFTER what manner we are to be ſtedfaſt 
in the faith. And among other things, we ſhould 
ſtedfaſtly adhere to the faith with humility, in 


oppoſition to ſelf-confidence, — with zeal and 


ardour of ſpirit, in oppoſition to criminal in- 
difference, — with love and affection,.—with a 
pure heart and a good concience,—and with 
conſtancy and perſeverance. 

1. With humility in oppoſition to ſelf-con- 
fidence. We are never to preſume upon, but 
always to be diffident of our own ſtrength; for 
ſhould we ſo fool-hardy, as to think, that we 
are able, of ourſelves, to perſevere in faith and 
holineſs, we may come to fee our miſtake by 
our fall. It is, however, a great: <ncourigement 
to believers, * that zz zbe Lord Chriſt they have 
firength, as well as righteouſneſs; that Jeſus is + 
the finiſher, as well as the aur and beginner of 
faith; that it is he only, I at can keep them from 
falling. We are therefore humbly to look unto 


Ia. xlv. 24. + Heb. xii. 2. f Jude v. 24. 
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Jeſus, for whatever is needful for our preſer- 
vation; becauſe a believer never walketh with 
ſafety, but in the hand of Chriſt, and when 
leaning on his arm. Nevertheleſs, 

2. Wr are, in a dependance on him, to per- 
ſevere in the faith, with a holy zeal and fervency 
of ſpirit. We have obſerved, that the doctrines 
of the goſpel are moſt excellent in themſelves, 
and of the greateſt conſequence to us; ſo that, 
if we look upon them, as matters of indiffe- 
rence, we ſhall be eaſily drawn from our ſtedfaſt- 
neſs. Whereas we are commanded, as has 
been obſerved, * to contend earneſtly for the faith, 
nay, and to + ſtrive together for the faith of the 
goſpel. | _— 

3. Wx are to continue in the faith with /ove 
and affeftion. Unleſs we love the truth, as it is 
Jeſus, any ſmall temptation will prevail with us 
to depart from it; whereas love is ſtrong as 
death. None will eaſily part with that which 
they love. When, therefore, we ſee perſons 
departing from the faith, it is a plain evidence, 
that they never had any true affection for it, 
But then, let it be conſidered, that there can be 
no real affection to the principles and duties of 


religion, that does not flow from a ſuperlative 


love to Chriſt himſelf, who is the immediate 
object of faith. If we don't love 1M, we will 


not have any real regard for the doctrines, that re- 


| | late 
® Jude v. 3. +. Phil. i. 27. f Song viii. 6. 
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jate to him: When the apoſtle exhorted Timo- 
thy to hold faſt the form of ſound words, he char- 
him to do it * in faith and LOVE, which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus. And then, 
4. Oun ſtedfaſt adherence to the faith muſt 
be with @ pure heart and a good conſcience. The 
apoſtle has laid it down, as a moſt incumbent 


duty, that + they who have believed in God, be 


careful to maintain good works, and has aſſured 


us, that there is no I holding the myſtery of faith 
but in a pure conſcience, or a conſcience void of 


offence, both towards God and towards man: and 


conſequently all, who make a profeſſion of the 

true faith, are to make it their ſtudy to || adorn 

the doctrine of God their Saviour in all things. I 
| ſhall only add, 


5. THAT we are to be ſtedfaſt in the faith 


with conſtancy and perſeverance, at all times even 
to the end, according to the exhortation of the 
apoſtle, & Let us hold faſt the profeſſion of our 
faith without wavering ; for, as another apoſtle 
expreſſes himſelf, ** he that wavereth, is like a 
wave of the ſea, driven with the wind and toſſed. 
Our own weakneſs ſhould not diſcourage us, 
ſeeing we have the Redeemer's ſtrength to repair 
to, and rely upon ; neither ſhould any dangers 
make us afraid : but, with a full truſt and con- 


D Hidence 
* 2 Tim. i. 13. + Tit. iii. 8. I 1 Tim. iii. 9. 
— 48. XXIV. 16, | Tit. ii. 10. 5 Heb. x X. 23% 
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fidence in the ſtrength of the Lord, reſolve to 
perſevere, without turning to the right hand, or 
to the left, and ſo to * continue in the faith grounded 
and ſettled ; for a fluctuating diſpoſition is eaſily 
captivated by flattering novelties, that have a 
ſhew of wiſdom ; and when this humour takes, 
and men are poſſeſſed with a ſpirit of giddineſs, 
they are never eaſy, but when they are changing 
their principles, and ſhifting from one _ of 
the queſtion to the other. 

Havinc thus conſidered, after what manner 


we are to be ſtedfaſt in the faith, and gone thro? 


the ſeveral things propoſed, 


Tur only IMPROVEMENT, I will make 
of this ſubject, is to give ſome neceſſary cau- 
tions and advices. And there are two things, 
in an eſpecial manner, I would caution you 


againſt. 
Tux one is, not to look on the doctrines of the 


goſpel, as matters of indifference. They are all, as 
has been obſerv'd, valuable in themſelves, and 


' ſhould be ſo to us. Had not thoſe important 


truths, we have mention'd, been reveal'd, we 
muſt have periſhed in the dark. Let us not en- 
tertain ſlight thoughts of any of them; parti- 
cularly, let us not put any of the doctrines re- 


| lating to the perſon and office of Chriſt, or to 


the perſon and n of the Holy Spirit, 


among 
0 Col. i i. 23. 
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among the catalogue of things indifferent. Our 
everlaſting ſalvation depends upon theſe truths. 
* This is life eternal, ſaid our bleſſed Lord, 10 
know thee the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt 
whom thou haſt ſent. If once we look upon ſuch 
points of faith, as concern the ſovereignty and 
efficacy of Grace, the Deity and Satisfaction of 
Chriſt, together with his imputed righteouſneſs 
and interceſſion, as things of no great moment, 
or as matters of + doubtful diſputation, the tranſi- 
tion will be eaſy and natural, from that deteſt- 
able indifference to actual infidelity. For my 
own part, I can never look upon the external 
diſcipline and government of the church of Chriſt 
as matters of indifference : but ſure I am, there 
is no truth, no revealed article of the chriſtian 
faith, concerning the Father, the Son and the 
Spirit, but what is of the greateſt moment: and 
if once we begin to be otherwiſe minded, we 
may be gradually brought to ſuch a neutrality, 
as to regard no difference between truth and 
error. 

Bur, another thing I would have you guard 
againſt, is the vain pretences of men. 

Tux apoſtle ſpeaks of ſeducers, who, + by 
good words and fair ſpeeches, deceive the hearts of 
_ The fimple, When people have a mind to pro- 
| Pagate any falſe ſcheme, they uſually pretend to 
great things: ſome to high aſſurance, and un- 
common meaſures of the Spirit; others to mag- 
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nify the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and the free 


grace of God, while they make nothing of the 
operations of the Spirit, and run down all chri- 
ſtian experience. Now theſe ſwelling words of 
vanity are very taking with ignorant well mean- 
ing people, who are brought, by ſuch pretences, 
to have an unbounded and extravagant opinion 
of theſe pretenders, and at laſt drink in the poi- 
ſon of their errors. And the reaſon is plain; 
for many are ſo weak, that they cannot diſcern 
the moſt dangerous error, when it is covered 
with a ſpecious pretence. 

To all this I might give warning eſpecially 
to ordinary chriſtians, whoſe time and circum- 
ſtances don't permit them to be thoroughly ac- 
quainted with thoſe controverſies, which the ene- 
mies to the truth have occafioned, to beware 
of erroneous preachers, erroneous books, and 
erroneous company. | 

I SHALL now conclude with ſome advices, 


which, if duly obſerved, will, by the bleſſing of 


God, prove very helpfull to our ſtedfaſtneſs in the 
faith. And, 

1. SEE, that you Aligently ſearch the ſcrip- 
tures. This is what our Saviour recommended to 
the Jews. + Search the ſcriptures, ſays he, for in 
them ye think ye have eternal life, and theſe are 
they which teſtify of me. Theſe ſacred records 
contain a full and clear revelation of God's mind 


and will, with reſpect both to faith and duty. And 
therefore 
* See my Sermons on Heb. x. 23. printed in 1743+ Joh. v. 39˙ 
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therefore, we ſhould read them daily, meditate 
upon them, looking to, and depending on, that 
blefſed Spirit who is the author of them, that 
he would * open cur eyes, to behold the wonderous 
things that are there. 

2, EnDEAavour to have diſtinct and well di- 


geſted apprebenſions of the doctrines of the goſ- 
pel, in their order and connection; for, where 
the mind is confuſed, and the principles of reli- 
gion are not thus taken in, there will be very 
eaſy acceſs for ſeducers to ſow the ſeeds of error. 
In order then for the more ignorant to attain to 
ſuch knowledge of divine things, as I am now 
recommending, a thorough acquaintance with 
{ome brief compends of the principles and du- 
ties of the goſpel, would be an excellent mean: 
and I am not aſhamed to declare, that I know 
none ſo well adapted for accompliſhing this end, 
as the CONFESSION OF FAITH, together 
with the LARGER and SHORTER CATE- 
CHISMS, compiled, in the laſt century, by the 
_ venerable Aſſembly of Divines at Weſtminſter. 
And here I cannot but take the liberty to uſe the 
words of one, who I heartily wiſh had continued 
in theſe ſentiments, 

SyPEAKING of the Aſſembly's Shorter Catechiſm, 
he ſays, * As goſpel truths are of ſo great im- 
** portance, it cannot but be very deſirable to 
have them collected together, ſet forth in a 
£* plain and regular manner, and laid out in 
ſuck 
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_ « ſuch a form, as to be fit for the inſtruction of 


youth. Now this,” ſays he, © is the grand and 
* ſpecial excellency of the Aﬀembly*s Catechiſm , 
for upon a ſerious examination, it will evidence 
« itſelf to be a moſt regular and comprehenſive 
< ſyſtem of truth, or ſcale of ſcripture principles, 
* containing in it the whole ſubſtance of a body 
of divinity, in moſt clear and expreſs language; 
and in a moſt conciſe and orderly manner.” If 
then Chriſtians would be ftedfaft in the faith, 
they would find it an excellent mean to have the 
doctrines, to be believed, well digeſted in their 
own mind. But here I would obſerve, that tho 
they who are ignorant, or have but an indiſtinct 


_. apprehenſion of the principles of religion, are li- 


able to be zofſed to and fro by every wind of dofirine; 
yet the moſt diſtin knowledge is not of itſelf 
ſufficient, and therefore, 

3. Stz that you have the grace of faith wrought 
in your own ſouls. You are not to content your- 
ſelves, with a bare aſſent to the xAK ED TRUTH. 
* Simon Magos believed; nay, the devils believe 
and tremble. But you muſt have that ſaving 
grace, whereby we receive and reſt upon Chriſt 
alone for ſalvation, as he is offered to us in the 
goſpel; for if you are ſtrangers to this, you 
are every moment expoſed, to apoſtatiſe from 
the Chriſtian name, did but a ſearching tempta- 
tion preſent itſelf. No count, many, who are 


deſtitute 
Acts viii. 13. Jam, ii. 19. 
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deſtitute of the grace of faith, may be orthodox 
in the doctrines of the goſpel, nevertheleſs they 
are in continual hazard of departing from them. 
Let it then be our great concern, that God would 
* fulfil in us all the good pleaſure of bis goodneſs, 
and the work of faith with power, that fo we may 
be enabled truly to believe in the Lord Jeſus, 
and by faith be united to him, + rooted and built 
up in him, and eftabliſhed in the faith as we have 
been taught ;, for then, whatever infirmities and 
defections we may be liable to, yet we ſhall be 
infallibly ſecured againſt total and final apoſtacy: 
whereas, I if we will not believe, ſurely we ſhall 
not be eftabliſhed. 

4. STupy ſerious religion and practical godlineſc. 
Let it be your great endeavour to practiſe accor- 
ding to your light. This is not only reaſonable 
in itſelf, but, in the judgment of Chriſt, moſt 
effectual to make us ſtedfaſt in the faith; for, 
ſays our Lord, || whoſoever cometh to me, and 
heareth my ſayings, and born THEM, I will ſbew 
you to whom he is lite. He is like @ man which 
built an houſe, aud digged deep, and laid the 
foundation on a rock: and when the flood aroſe, the 
ſtream beat vehemently upon that houſe, and could 
not ſhake it; for it was founded upon a rock. 
From this it is plain, that the practical Chriſtian 
is moſt likely to be ſtable. They who would 


continue 
* 2 Theſſ. i. 11. + Col. ii. 7. f If vii. 9. Luke 
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continue in the faith, muſt never be weary in well 
doing. In fine, 

Lr us be much in prayer, and never forget to 
plead with God, that he would enable us to hold 
on, and hold out to the end, that, as we profeſs 
to believe the peculiar doctrines of the goſpel, ſo 
we may hold faſt this profeſſion, till we receive 


the end of our faith, the ſalvation of our ſouls. 


We are not able of ourſelves to perform this. It 
is I with grace that the heart muſt be eſtabliſhed. 
Let us then humbly and daily repair, where our 
ſtrength is to be found; even to the God of all 
grace, beſeeching him to Þ ftabliſh us in every 
good word and work, || guide us by his _ and 
afterward bring us to glory. 


Now unto him that is able to keep you from 
falling, and to preſent you faultleſs before the pre- 
ſence of his glory with exceeding joy; to the only 
wiſe God our Saviour, be glory, and majeſty, dominion 
and power, both now and ever. AMEN, 


*1Pet.i.g. + Heb-zil.g, f 2 Theil if. 17+ 


4 Pal. xiii. 24. Jude v. 24, 25. 


THE Exp. 


UNIVERSITY | 
LIBRARY | 
CAMBRIDvE | 


